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THE HISTORY OF THE NETHERLANDS YOUNGEST PROVINCE

Flevoland is young and still in development. The province knows a short but 
unique and remarkable history.  On the 14th of June 1918 was the 
Suydersea-law adopted to protect the land against extreme flooding and to 
create agricultural land so the nation could provide itself with staple foods. 
As a result of this law, 500.000 acres of new land was created in the heart of 
the Netherlands. 

The first part that was reclaimed was the Noordoostpolder in 1942. 
This new land included the former islands of Urk and Schokland. Afterwards 
were was the southeastern part reclaimed in 1957 and the southwestern part 
in 1968. In the same year voted the municipalities of the three parts to 
become a separate province, which happened.

Sicco Mansholt, the first minister of agriculture after the second world war 
had only one vision : „never again war, never again hunger” and the modern 
agricultural sector was his strategy to achieve this. Mansholt created a
system of efficient and productive agriculture in which he created the idea 
that small farmers could not give a contribution in feeding the Netherlands 
and the world. Farms needed to be big, effective, specialized and needed to 
produce a lot of food.

The first flaws in the ‚Dutch dream’ where noticed after the appearance to 
the report of the Club of Rome. The planet turned out to be finite, the 
resources limited, the climate in danger and rational production had 
borders. Nowadays we are still in the transition and searching how the 
systems needs to function. 

Flevoland is playing an important role in this transition. The pioneers-spirit 
has not faded. Flevoland knows the largest amount of organic farmers, offers 
research centers, stimulates innovation and stays a leader in the field of 
agriculture.

What makes Flevoland special, is that it is a piece of new land which has 
been made and cultivated by the hands of human beings. 
The first inhabitants brought their heritage, culture and habits with them 
from the ‘old’ land and created a new culture together. And this is something 
you still feel and see when you are around farmers, entrepreneurs and other 
inhabitants.

The history of Flevoland is a story about new land, that offered both hope 
and deep disappointments. It is a story about environmental change, 
agricultural and social challenges, opportunities and most of all a story 
about human beings. And it will continue like this. Because in Flevoland 
people have the possibilities to make changes. 

INSPIRATION TOUR FLEVOLAND

Inspiration tour Flevoland is a follow up of the businesstrip in Dongying City 
and meetings with Dongying investment promotion bureaeu and the Huaxin 
group Shenshen. This afternoon we welcome you in Lelystad, the capital city 
of Flevoland.The focus of todays will be on getting to know the area and on 
visiting high-tech agricultural farms and manufacturers. 

You are being welcomed in Lelystad by Sharro Jethu and Rob Verhoeff. 
Sharro Jethu is the CEO & Chairman advisory  board of Clean Future 
Synergy and Rob Verhoeff is the director of Lelystad Airport Businesspark 
(LAB). 

Your guide for the day will be Eva Flantua. Eva is an entrepreneur and a 
gastronome. She is born and raised in the ‘Flevo polder’ (another name for 
Flevoland). She will welcome you on the farm of her parents called ‘Boerkok’. 
Her parents own already for 25 years a restaurant on the airport of Lelystad 
and in recent years they created this city farm. Eva has her own company 
called ‘Studio Daagsch’ and is involved in the gastronomy of Flevoland and 
does have the contacts with the farmers and producers in the area. 





TODAYS PROGRAMM

14:00 – 14:30 Arriving at ‘Boerkok’ 
         Introduction about Flevoland’s history and future. 
                          Location: Meerkoetenweg 9. Lelystad
14:30 – 14:45 10 minute drive to our first farm visit
14:45 - 15:30 Visiting Anno Zeinstra, dairy farmer
                          Location: Knarweg 10, Lelystad
15:30 - 15:45 15 minute drive to our second visit
15:45 – 16:30 Visiting ERF BV
                           Location: Ibisweg 14, Zeewolde
16:30 - 17:00 Driving through ‘Oosterwolde’ back to Lelystad

Anno Zeinstra, dairy farmer
The Zeinstra family moved more than 40 years ago from Leeuwarden to 
Lelystad. There they built their dairy farm” Ny Wilaerd “ for 180 cows, which 
was for that time a future-oriented large family farm. With a new construction 
in 2015, the company can expand to 300 dairy cows and is the company 
prepared for the next generation, Sietse Zeinstra, Anno his son. 
A lot of innovative and smart technologies are used to modernize this dairy
farm. Anno will tell you all about it during his farm-tour. 

Roy Michielsen, ERF BV
ERF is a private organic farm. By producing a large quantity of organic food 
in an economically, ecologically and socially responsible way, they 
contribute strongly to a pioneering role for Flevoland. With various initiatives 
they want to inspire administrators, farmers and residents to further expand 
Flevoland’s lead with organic farming. They manage both land that is 
temporarily available and available for a longer period. 

ERF experiments with techniques, like working with drones and new 
cultivation systems, like agroforestry and precision agriculture. They aim to 
have a social role and share knowledge, experience and collaborate with 
other farmers, researchers, suppliers and buyers. 

NOTES
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